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friendship is turned into enmity. In the years before the Great
War, when, under the Merchandise Marks Act, all foreign goods
sold in the United Kingdom had to be marked with the country
of origin, the constant sight of the legend 'Made in Germany*
caused people to think that England was losing her trade owing
to German competition—a belief which had much to do with
stimulating bellicose feeling. The free trade argument, that im-
ports are paid for by exports, and do not therefore injure home
production as a whole, was at no time effective with those who
suffered from foreign competition. In all advanced countries out-
side Great Britain, emulation of British industry was beginning
in Cobden's time, but manufacturers were at a disadvantage as
compared with the English and Scottish industrialists, and there-
fore demanded protection, which they obtained wherever they
had sufficient political influence. Great Britain was not loved on
account of cheap goods in the countries that were trying to
build up industries on the British model Intensification of com-
merce brought intensification of national enmity, and the
development of sentiment was the opposite of what Cobden had
expected. This was one of his most important mistakes in political
psychology.
Cobden was politically opposed to the aristocracy, and in his
earlier years to the working class, though to a lesser degree: to
the former, because they represented privilege without brains;
to the latter, because they lacked education. He had a very great
admiration for America, largely because in that country industrial
enterprise is not hampered by aristocratic influence and tradi-
tion, and foreign policy is free from the habit of meddling in
the affairs of other countries. He chose as the motto of his first
pamphlet Washington's dictum: The great rule of conduct for
us in regard to foreign nations is, in extending our commercial
relations, to have with them as little political connection as
possible.9 Throughout his political career, he urged this maxim
upon English statesmen, but in vain. When, in 1859, Palmerston
offered him Cabinet office, he refused because he could not
acquiesce in the foreign policy of that blustering old ruffian.
Unlike most of the politicians of his day, Cobden regarded
industry rather than armaments as the source of national power,
and accordingly considered America more important than Russia.
He says:
It is to the industry, the economy, and peaceful policy of

